
Your BIA Board in Action 
MPBIA Update 

GOVERNANCE 

• With the goal of accountability and trans-
parency, the Mt. Pleasant BIA Board of 
Directors voted against the elimination 
of the Sunset Clause. By doing this, we 
retain the need to go through the renewal 
process every five years. We want our 
members to have a chance to provide in-
put into their BIA. 

BOARD CHANGES 

• The Board of Directors would like to 
thank outgoing president Michael 
Cayetano for all of his hard work for the 
BIA in the past two years. Mr. Cayetano 
will stay on as a Director. Jim Dreichel is 
now the acting president. 

• The Board of Directors will also like to 
thank outgoing directors Leanne 
Lalonde and T.S. Kwek for all of their 
work for the BIA.  

• The Board welcomes two new directors: 
Rick Sair and Josh Gibbons. Welcome! 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 

• In response to the feedback received 
from our member surveys, the term 
UpTown will be phased out and the 
focus will be on Mount Pleasant when 
referencing our community. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

• Members of the MPBIA Board attended 
a recent Parks Board meeting and spoke 
in support of the Mount Pleasant Com-
munity Centre’s concerns regarding 
saving the pool and the retention of 
day care services on the existing site. A 
letter of support for the MPCC initia-
tives was subsequently sent to all park 
board commissioners. We expressed 
concerns regarding this process. We 
consider the pool to be a definite asset to 
our community, especially in view of 
the concept of Eco-Density. 

• A letter of support was provided to the 
Anti-Graffiti Task Force, the group 
that spearheads the drive to reduce graf-
fiti in the City of Vancouver.  
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Nuke the Clock?! 

A new logo is being 
developed to replace the  
clock. If you haven’t no-
ticed, we are also phasing 
out the term UpTown. It’s all 
part of our re-branding. 

Springtime in Mount Pleasant: Hidden 
urban gardens in our side streets. 

2007 CELEBRATE 

MOUNT PLEASANT 

FESTIVAL IS ON 

SATURDAY, JUNE 2. 
 

� Activities planned - See page 3 
� Poster Artwork Contest - Page 2 
� Get involved - Attachment 



Ideally you are a local artist 
who has a real sense of the 
Mount Pleasant community.  

The MPBIA 2007 Celebrate 
Mount Pleasant Festival on 
June 2, 2007 will be a family 
festival with magicians, music 
of all kinds, cake, cotton 
candy, popcorn, stilt walkers, 
balloons, sidewalk sale tables, 
and more. It is a fun and in-
clusive event.  

We require full colour art-
work which will be suitable 
for use in the 2007 Celebrate 
Mount Pleasant Festival pro-
motional materials including 
posters, handbills, and news-
paper advertising. 

The artwork should be: 

• On 8.5”x11” paper and/or 
• Electronic (e.g., Photo-

shop) 

Submit paper artwork to the 

Mount Pleasant BIA office at 
Suite 205, in the Lee Build-
ing. You can submit Elec-
tronic formats via email at-
tachment to  
uptownmp@telus.net. 

ping areas and neighbour-
hoods, action plans for press-
ing social concerns, and 
longer-term policies to ad-
dress community-wide issues. 
Topics will include: safety, 

traffic, housing, parks, public 
spaces, environment, charac-

For the first time in 20 years, 
the City of Vancouver is con-
ducting a Community Plan-
ning Process which will ulti-
mately create a new Commu-
nity Plan for Mount Pleasant.  

This is a very important op-
portunity that does not come 
along very often. The even-
tual plan will determine the 
nature of development in 
Mount Pleasant for many 
years to come. It will deliver 
updated plans for your shop-

CALLING FOR ARTWORK  

PARTICIPATE IN THE FUTURE OF MOUNT PLEASANT  
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Deadline for submissions is 
April 30, 2007. The artwork 
will judged by a three-person 
panel.  

The chosen artist will receive 
a $500 honorarium. All 
other submissions will receive 
our thanks.  

If you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to call 
the BIA Office at 604-874-
9816. 

ter culture, and heritage.  

Jim Dreichel (Acting Presi-
dent) and Sean Pacey 
(Director) are committed to 
assume an active role in the 

Mount Pleasant Liaison 
Group to ensure that 
the MPBIA has a strong 
voice in this important 
process.  

Attached please find the 
“Tell Us Your Priori-

ties for Mount Pleasant” 
response sheet. This form can 

also be completed online at 
www.vancouver.ca/mount
pleasant.  
The MPBIA strongly urges 
you to express your voice in 
this important planning proc-
ess—communicate to the 
City what your concerns are 
and suggestions to make 
Mount Pleasant a better place 
to live and work. 

The new deadline for re-
sponses is May 8, 2007 

WHERE VANCOUVER—2007  

The MPBIA is again offering 
our members an opportunity 
to advertise in the WHERE 
Vancouver Maga-
zine (June to Sep-
tember editions) at 
a subsidized rate. 
The MPBIA is cov-
ering one-third of 
the cost, thereby 
reducing the price 
to $195.00 per 

month. The focus of this 
publication is the tourist 
market and there is the po-

tential to reach up to 
527,000 readers.  

We would love to 
see increased num-
bers of tourists com-
ing to visit our excit-
ing and vibrant com-
munity! 

Design a Poster for the 
Celebrate Mount Pleasant 

Festival and you could earn 
$500! 

MORE HANGING BASKETS 

Every year, your MPBIA 
sponsors the hanging baskets 
on the poles throughout the 
BIA.  Members have provided 
feedback that they think this 
form of beautification is very 
important.  They make our 
community look festive 
throughout the summer sea-
son. 

This year, the impact will be 
more impressive than ever, as 

we are 
increasing 
the number of baskets from 
32 to 56, the maximum we 
are able to install. 

Look for these lovely baskets 
in early June.  The contract 
covers weekly watering, but 
members are encouraged to 
water the baskets nearest their 
businesses when the weather 
is really hot. 



sor their own type of entertainment and become actively in-
volved in the sidewalk sale concept, offering great specials. 

Types of events envisaged include: 

� Free popcorn in three locations scattered 
throughout the BIA 
� Free Cotton Candy at various locations. 
� Free Cake to celebrate our 2nd birthday. 
� Once approval is granted from City, we in-

tend to close off a side-street at 8th and Main 
and 15th and Main to make two staging areas 
featuring bands, magic shows and much more! 

� It is hoped some of our art galleries and clothing stores 
will feature musicians and artists in the early evening and 
that others will sponsor sports related demonstrations. 

� The CPO will be doing a bike rodeo and Child Identifica-
tion. 

� Buy-Low is looking into bringing in the Sun Rype Tent. 
� Sugoi is generously donating  product to use for prizes. 
� We will supply tables to those street front locations will-

ing to participate with Sidewalk Sale Specials. 
� We will supply balloons for the stores to use to decorate. 

Please give thought to how you would like to participate in this 
event. We want members to get the maximum benefit. At-
tached is a response sheet we would appreciated you complete 
and return to the administration office.  

Volunteers needed!  
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CELEBRATE MOUNT PLEASANT FESTIVAL, JUNE 2, 2007 

T he very popular annual Celebrate Mount Pleasant 
family festival has been held in Guelph Park for 
many years and is an established 
family tradition within our com-
munity.  The date for this year’s 

festival is Saturday, June 2, 2007. 

2006 was the first year we extended the fes-
tival excitement into the Mount Pleasant BIA 
business community.  The goal is to create 
an annual community event that will ulti-
mately have as high a profile as Kerrisdale 
Days.  There were over 70 stores that partici-
pated in 2006 and we are anticipating a much greater level of 
participation this year. 

This event will be advertised, probably in both the Georgia 
Straight and the Vancouver Courier.  There will be an oppor-
tunity for participating stores to advertise along side the main 
event ad, at a discounted rate. [Contact Person is Amanda 
Rawlings, 604.730.7067, a_rawlings@straight.com.] 

We intend to produce posters to pre-publicize the event and 
to create a handout detailing the specials and entertainment 
being offered.  This can be placed in each of the participating 
stores, allowing for cross promoting. 

Although we are awaiting City approval, the intent is to 
spread the events throughout the BIA to create a festival at-
mosphere and to encourage our visitors to become familiar 
with all that we have to offer.  We hope that stores will spon-

BC RETAILERS SEE MORE SPENDING GROWTH 

Credit Union Central pre-
dicts retail sales increase of 
more than 6% through 2008. 

Retail sales continued to rise in 
January, setting a new record 
high.  Sales in January totaled 
$4.56 billion, up $66 million 
(1.5%) from December, ac-
cording to the latest seasonally 
adjusted estimates by Statistics 
Canada.  In Vancouver, retail 
sales jumped to a record high 
$2.12 billion in January, sea-
sonally adjusted, up $83 mil-
lion (4.1%) from December. 

“Consumer spending remains a 
mainstay of B.C.’s current eco-

nomic expansion, and a substan-
tial portion of consumer expendi-
tures is captured in the retail sales 
statistics.  Retail sales growth is 
driven by growth in labour in-
come, residential investment and 
retail price increases.  Credit Un-
ion Central of B.C. forecasts that 
retail sales in B.C, will grow by 
more than 6% per year through 
2008”. 

-CUCBC, Weekly Economic 
Briefing, Volume 13-#12, 
March 12 

Source:  Business in Vancouver, 
April 3-9 issue8  

Remember these guys? 

PERMISSION TO REMOVE GRAFFITI 

The Mount Pleasant BIA is 
working with the City and a 
non-profit society to set up a 
program whereby we can 
arrange to have graffiti 
painted out or removed on 
behalf of our owners.  This 
would be free! 

 In order to do any of this 
work, we require the prior 
written approval of the prop-
erty owner or the authorized 
representative.  We have 
described this program in our 
previous newsletter, sent out 
the consent form to each 

business and mailed them to 
all property owners.  Unfor-
tunately, to-date we have 
only had 16 consent forms 
returned. 

Please contact the owner or 
authorized representative for 
your location to encourage 
them to complete this form.  
If you require another copy it 
can be found on our web-site 
at 
www.uptownvancouver.ca 
or just give us a call and we 
would be happy to drop one 
off to you.  



A Little About Us 

Mount Pleasant Board of Directors 
2006—2007 

Acting President Jim Dreichel  Chair:  Celebrate Mount Pleasant Days 
     Co-Chair:  Street Enhancement  
Vice-President Dane Baspaly  Chair:  Safety & Security   
Treasurer Doris Jung   
Secretary   Jarek Krysinski   
Director  Carola Goetze  Chair:  Business Tourism & Development 
Director  Jackie O’Brien  Co-Chair:  Street Enhancement 
Director  Sean Pacey  Chair:  Government & Community Relations 
Director  Mo Salemy   
Director  Michael Cayetano  
Director  Josh Gibbons 
Director  Rick Sair 
 
Please give us a call if you would like to participate on a committee; your input  is always 
appreciated. Volunteers welcome! 

The Mount Pleasant BIA was founded in 1989, as one of the first of its kind in the province. In 
1999, the MPBIA received a ten-year renewal mandate to serve the local business community.  

Today, the Mount Pleasant BIA encompasses the historic area of UpTown, in the Mount Pleasant 
District of Vancouver, which compromises over 440 businesses, over 3,000 employees, and 152 

commercial property owners.  

The mandate of Mount Pleasant Commercial Improvement Society is to undertake activities in-
volving promotion, business recruitment and general maintenance of the Mount Pleasant Business 
Improvement Area with the object of improving its economic viability and general image, and to 
promote common concerns and interests of businesses and property owners in the area to bring 

them together for fulfilling the purposes of the Society.    

The Mount Pleasant BIA stretches from Guelph to Ontario on Broadway, 7th to 16th on Main 
Street, and from 7th to 12th on Kingsway.  205-175 E. Broadway 

Vancouver, BC 
V5T 1W2 

T. 604.874.9816 
F. 604.874.9316 

uptownmp@telus.net 
 

MOUNT PLEASANT 
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT 

AREA 

WWW . UP TOWN VANC OUVER .C A  
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MOUNT PLEASANT 

NEIGBOURHOOD 

HOUSE IS 30 YEARS 

OLD! 
 
Mount Pleasant Neighbourhood 
House turns 30 this year, and they 
are celebrating with an Open 
House. 

Guests will enjoy tours of the facil-
ity, refreshments, birthday cake and 
multimedia presentations. 

 Date:  Wednesday, April 25th, 2007 

Time:  4:00 to 6:30 

Location:  800 East Broadway 

MPBIA BUSINESS AFTER BUSINESS EVENT 

Date: May 9, 2007 
Time: 5:30—7:30pm 
Location: Automind Collision 
Address: 268 E. 10th Avenue - just West of Kingsway 

You are invited to attend our bi-monthly networking event for our local businesses. 
The intent is to enhance the exposure potential of participating members. 

Jim Dreichel, our Acting President, will speak about the upcoming Celebrate Mount 
Pleasant Festival event, and the opportunities for MPBIA members to participate. This  
year’s festival, to be held on Saturday, June 2, is expected to be well attended. It will 
also showcase the community spirit in the area. 

We look forward to seeing you at this networking event. You will have an opportu-
nity to connect or reconnect with your fellow businesses in Mount Pleasant BIA. 

If you are interested in attending, please RSVP by phone (604.874.981), fax 
(604.974.9316) or email (uptownmp@telus.net). Please provide your name, business 
name, phone and email contact information. Hope to see you there! 


